
Food Access and Health Working Group 

Greater Quabbin Food Alliance 

March 20, 2018, Quabbin Harvest, 3pm-4:30pm 

Minutes 

Action items highlighted in yellow 

Attendees:  

1. Mia Kortebein- Community Involved in Sustaining Agriculture (Mia@buylocalfood.org) 

2. Laura Sylvester- Food Bank of Western MA (lauras@foodbankwma.org) 

3. Pat Larson- Quabbin Harvest (plarson24@hotmail.com) 

4. Michelle Geoffroy- Food Bank of Western Ma (michelleg@foodbankwma.org) 

5. Justin Costa- Community Action (jcosta@communityaction.us) 

6. Kristina Kimani - Massachusetts Public Health Association (kstcyr@mapublichealth.org) 

7. Kat Kowalski- Mount Grace/ TerraCorps-Americorps (kowalski@mountgrace.org) 

HIP Lobby Day: 

• Over 80 farmers, activists and SNAP recipients attended and met with almost every legislator. 

o Laura focused on legislators in leadership, including those on the Ways and Means 

Committee. 

o Kristina thought that the legislator briefing was successful, and many seemed to support 

the program. 

o Only one legislator was unaware of what the HIP program was, and once filled in he 

seemed to be on board. 

• All of the postcards were delivered to the House and Sen,ate Ways and Means Committee 

Chairs, and the Governor (Karen Spilka, Jeffrey Sánchez, and Charlie Baker). 

• Gave away 200 oregano plants provided by Nuestras Raices with the message “Save HIP”, staff 

thought this was a creative way to share the message and were excited about the plants. 

HIP Funding: 

• House still has not submitted their Supplemental Budget (delay due to the passing of Rep. Peter 

Kocot), will likely be released on April 11th. 

o Justin spoke with Rep. Mark at an event recently and was given a vague timeframe that 

it might come out on a Wednesday, maybe March 28th. The group will have a 

conference call if the supplemental budget is released before our next sscheduled 

meeting, we have the call penciled in for Thursday the 29th at 3.  

▪ Winton is in contact with legislators about the supplemental budget, but the 

public advocacy efforts are focused on the FY19 budget. 

• If the House Budget does not include HIP in the FY19 Budget, Rep Donahue will file an 

amendment with the co-sponsorship of Rep. Kane 

o We will need to wait and see what our next advocacy strategy will be until the budget is 

released. 



HIP Campaign/postcards: 

• Postcards are still being collected across the state 

o Mia has been scanning the postcards that come to CISA and has them available on a 

google drive. Since there is personal information on some of the postcards, they are just 

for internal use.  

▪ Contact Mia if you wish to be added to the google file.  

• Everyone should continue to encourage their networks to keep calling legislators, especially 

those on Ways and Means.  

• Quabbin Harvest is hosting a legislative event on April 13th to for local legislators 

HIP Suspension Streamlining Communication Events: 

• The DTA and MDAR are hosting several regional events for HIP partners and retailers to share 

tools/resources to communicate the HIP suspension effectively and swap materials/best 

practices amongst agencies.  

o The Western Mass event will take place April 2 from 10:00 am – 11:30 am at 

Holyoke Public Library, 250 Chestnut St., 01040 

o There is also a conference call on April 11th  

o Kat will forward the email Mia shared with the rest of the group and share with the food 

alliance network. 

• Mia will be attending the event and is inviting people at winter farmers markets. 

o Mia will try to get clarification on how CSA’s that are supported by HIP will be dealth 

with during the suspension. Will people have to cancel their CSA shares if they cannot 

afford them without the reimbursement or will it be automatic? Whose responsibility is 

it to educate customers? 

• Justin will share this information with Mary McClintok to send out to her networks. 

• Laura will share with Pat Baker at the Mass Law Reform Institute. 

• CISA is making signs for farmers to use at markets that will read “Due to popularity, HIP 

incentive dollars have run out for now” and provide them with a sentence to tell people before 

they make a SNAP purchase. They will also have food bank volunteers at an info & advocacy 

table at markets to answer customer questions and encourage them to fill out postcards. 

o Mia will share this at the HIP communication event. 

• CISA is working on an op-ed for the Hampshire Gazette and Quabbin Harvest will send one to 

the Greenfield Recorder and Athol Daily News.  

Food Trust: 

• MPHA advocated to pull the first round of Request for Response (RFR) to ensure best practices, 

originally there was no stakeholder engagement.  

• The first RFR will be released soon, and it is only for Community Development Financial 

Institutions (CDFI) and the RFR for project proposals will follow the CDFI is selection. 

• Only one CDFI will administer the funds to limit overheard costs and to leverage private dollars, 

• MPHA is asking for money for operating in the MDAR line of the budget 



o Currently there is 1 million allocated, we would like to see the Mass government to 

commit more money and the CDFI leverage other sources of funding to launch with 2 or 

3 million instead of 1. 

• Once application is open for projects, it will likely be on a rolling basis.  

o The funds can be used to help start a new project, or to expand existing projects related 

to food access.  

o There will likely be a maximum amount people can apply for, and there will be 

guidelines for regional equity to prevent the funds from being distributed unfairly. 

o Kristina can send the definitions of what communities can qualify for this funding 

source. (i.e must have 20% poverty rate)  

• We are thinking about applying for the funding, maybe for a mobile market. Kristina offered to 

reach out to her national network to find models of successful mobile markets in rural areas. 

One example is the Island Grown Initiatives mobile market on Martha’s Vineyard. 

Next Steps: 

• Work on designated tasks from this meeting (highlighted in yellow). 

• Continue to contact legislators about HIP funding 

• Draw in working group members/other community members who could not attend this 

meeting. 

Next Meeting: Wednesday, April 12th from 3-4:30pm at Quabbin Harvest (12 N Main St, 

Orange, MA) **Please let Kat know if you would like to be remotely called into the meeting** 


